
Tips for Shooting Your Video
These are guides, not rules. The tour can be whatever your creativity can muster! Film 
on your phone, a gopro, or your nicest camera. Try out that drone you got for your 
birthday. One shot or go crazy editing. It’s up to you! No rules, but here are some 

tips to follow or not follow. 

START WITH THE BASICS
It’s great to start with the basic info about your boat/shop/adventure/project so we’re all on the same 
page. 

MAKE IT PERSONAL
One of the things that we’re interested in is what your unique experience is. For example, if you’re giving 
us a tour of your boat, what are the details that made you fall in love with it? What’s clever or beautiful? 
Tell us the unique details that make this boat special to you. What does it feel like to sail/row/motor? 
Adapt this to your subject matter. 

SHORTER IS (USUALLY) BETTER
If you start your video and fi nd out it only takes 2 or 3 minutes - that’s great! If you’re having trouble 
getting the tour under 5 minutes, try to think about what the most exciting/important/meaningful parts 
are and focus on those. 

PRACTICE
Try the tour and then try it again. And...again. It is not uncommon to discover something or forget 
something the fi rst or second time through. You can refi ne the tour and make sure you hit all the 
meaningful details. Then send us the best one!

COUNT TO 5
We process what we see physically much faster than we do when watching video. So think about setting 
up an angle, then counting to 5 (or more) in your head before showing a different angle of the subject 
matter. 

NOTE ON SOUND
If you’re using a phone or consumer camera, chances are it will sound better and clearer the closer you 
are to the camera. A really effective way to do this type of tour is to hold the phone/screen close to your 
face as you narrate and point the camera at what you’re seeing. 
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